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Programme: 
 

15:00 Welcome by Morten Bergsmo1 (Senior Researcher, PRIO). 
 
15:05 Introductory remarks by Elin Skaar2 (Research Director, CMI).  
 
15:20 The rise and fall of Punto final in Argentina, by Mirna Goransky3 (Prosecutor of the National General 

Prosecution Office appointed to the Special Unit to Investigate Human Rights Crimes during the 
1976-83 Dictatorship).  

 
16:00 International law and amnesty for atrocities, by Claudia Angermaier4 (Candidate Judge, formerly 

Assistant Legal Adviser, ICC).  
 
16:15 Comments by Christopher K. Hall5 (Senior Legal Adviser, International Justice Project, Amnesty 

International).  

  
16:20 Discussion.  
 
 

                                                 
1  Morten Bergsmo, Senior Researcher, International Peace Research Institute, Oslo (PRIO) (2006-); formerly Senior Legal Adviser 

and Chief of the Legal Advisory Section, Office of the Prosecutor, ICC (2002-05); Legal Adviser, ICTY (1994-2002); Legal 
Adviser, UN Commission of Experts for the Former Yugoslavia established pursuant to UNSC resolution 780 (1992) (1993-94); 
represented the ICTY to the UN negotiation process to establish the ICC (1996-2002). He has advised on core international crimes 
investigation and prosecution processes in several countries, including Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia, Canada, Denmark, 
Indonesia, Macedonia, the Netherlands and Serbia, and has had several international consultancies in international criminal justice. 
He has published extensively in international criminal law. 

2  Elin Skaar holds a PhD in Political Science from the University of California, Los Angeles. She is Research Director of the 
‘Rights, Democracy and Development’ research group and project head of the ‘Transitional Justice’ research project at the Chr. 
Michelsen Institute, Bergen. She has worked with the UNDP in Namibia on poverty reduction issues. She has worked extensively 
on human rights issues and judicial reform in Latin America. Recent books include: with Siri Gloppen and Roberto Gargarella 
(eds.), Democracy and the Judiciary: The Accountability Function of Courts in New Democracies (London: Frank Cass, 2004); 
with Siri Gloppen and Astri Suhrke (eds.) Roads to Reconciliation (Lanham, Maryland: Lexington Books, 2005); and Judicial 
Independence and Human Rights in Latin America: Violations, Politics, and Prosecution (Palgrave Macmillan, forthcoming). 

3   Mirna Goransky has a Law Degree from the University of Buenos Aires in Argentina. As a prosecutor of the Special Unit to 
Investigate Human Rights Crimes during the 1976-83 Dictatorship, she is in charge of the trials against those accused of crimes 
against humanity in the Navy School of Mechanics (Escuela de Mecánica de la Armada, ESMA) and Operation Condor. Previously 
she has worked on justice sector reform processes in Argentina and other countries working as a consultant for the Ministry of 
Justice of Argentina, the World Bank and USAID. She was a Criminal Law Professor in the University of Buenos Aires Law 
School from 1984 to 1998. Mirna Goransky is a founder member of the Argentine Association for Civil Rights (ADC) and the 
Institute for Comparative Studies on Criminal and Social Sciences (INECIP). She has published many articles on criminal law, 
human rights and justice sector and her most recent research project was a comparative study of prosecutor’s offices in Argentina, 
Chile and the United States. 

4  Claudia Angermaier holds a doctorate in law from the University of Vienna, in addition to a Bachelor of Arts from the University 
of the Witwatersrand in South Africa. Formerly Assistant Legal Advisor of the Legal Advisory Section, Office of the Prosecutor, 
ICC (2004-05); Research Assistant, Criminal Law Department, University of Vienna (2002-04); Country Manager for the FRY, 
International Centre for Migration Policy Development (2002). She researched selection criteria in international criminal justice 
when she worked for the ICC. 

5  Christopher K. Hall, Columbia College in New York City (1972); University of Chicago Law School (1978); Associate at Fried, 
Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson in New York City (1978 to 1982) (extensive pro bono litigation on behalf of Haitian and Cuban 
refugees); Instructor (1982-83) and Adjunct Professor (1983-84) at the University of Miami School of Law from 1982 to 1984; 
Associate at Kurzban, Kurzban & Weinger in Miami (1983-84); Assistant Attorney General of the State of New York (1984-90); 
Legal Adviser (1990 to 2004) and Senior Legal Adviser, International Justice Project (since 2004), International Secretariat, 
Amnesty International, London. 
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